GLOBALTIES > KC

BRINGING THE WORLD TO YOU




‘+: POMTER
CRARBLE




Letter from the Executive Director
About Us

Impact Map

2019 By the Numbers

Financial

Community Resources

Home Hospitality

International Visitors Leadership Programs
Homestays

Short-Term Youth Leadership Programs
Youth Diplomats Program

Open World Programs

Special Recognition



Dear Friends,

Within the last decade, our small but mighty staff at Global Ties KC has
developed 416 distinct programs for international professionals and
students. Each of these hundreds of programs represents dozens of
life-long personal and professional connections between emerging world
leaders and local Missouri and Kansas residents. Over 3,000 individuals
from almost every country in the world has visited the Midwest on our
programs in less than 10 years, and | could not be more thankful for each
and every member of our network who has opened their business, home,
and heart to these visitors.

We are also ecstatic to report on the success of our newly implemented
Youth Diplomats Program in its inaugural year! This program has resulted
in our organization being able to bring dozens of high school students
together to learn about citizen diplomacy, while also creating global
networking opportunities for both our emerging leaders and prominent
world leaders to connect. Our current youth diplomat group consists of 30
students from 16 high schools. Further, this program experienced zero
attrition through the course of the year — a testament to both the
willpower of our students and the success of this program.

As our organization continues to grow at an unprecedented pace in terms
of number of programs and number of visitors, we understand this would
not have been possible without the simultaneous expansion of our support
base. Thanks to the support of Missouri and Kansas communities,
businesses, and families, we have managed to bring 879 delegates to our
area in just the last two years alone!

In our income breakdown for 2019, you will notice there is an almost 1:1
correspondence in our budget for every dollar given to us from the federal
government and every dollar given to us by local members. Simply stated,
we rely heavily on local support to achieve the work we do in pursuing the
greater vision of shaping the world to be more prosperous, equitable, and
safe for future generations. For this, we are grateful to our corporate
sponsors, individual donors, homestay hosts, and home hospitality
volunteers who are part of the vision.

With the continued support of an ever-growing community of members,
we know beyond a shadow of doubt the impact you read about today, will
only expand in the years ahead with new opportunities for businesses and
cultural experiences.

Thank you again for your continued support and generosity in sowing into
a brighter global vision for future generations, “one hand-shake at a
time.” We look forward to increasing the impact in 2020, with you.

All the best,

Courtney Brooks
Executive Director, Global Ties KC



Global Ties KC is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that brings the world to Kansas City by facilitating
professional and educational programs which connect international leaders to citizens in Kansas and
Western Missouri. We host international exchange programs on behalf of the U.S. Department of State,
the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), and other governmental organizations as well as
universities, companies, and think tanks to promote citizen diplomacy. Through professional meetings,
vocational training, school visits, shared meals, and one-on-one conversations, local individuals have an
opportunity to foster global understanding and shape United States foreign relations “one handshake at a
time.” These programs also afford various regions of Kansas and Missouri the unique opportunity to
showcase their amazing diversity of public and private resources. For over 60 years, Global Ties KC has
facilitated citizen diplomacy in both Kansas and Missouri, providing our communities with opportunities to
interact with other cultures through person-to-person interactions. We connect you to parliamentarians,
students, scholars, teachers, social entrepreneurs, artisans, and government officials who visit Kansas City
from over 100 different countries every year. These visitors are shaping the world to be more prosperous,

equitable, and safe for future generations.

2019 Board of Directors

Paul Weida, President
Black & Veatch

John Snyder, Vice President
Dentons US LLP

Cindy Brewer, Secretary
Kocher + Beck USA, LP

Mike Drackert, Treasurer
Designer Group USA

Roger Hiatt
Hiatt, LLC

Bethany Spilde
iRise Above

Syed Shabbir

Cerner

Kara Lineweber
Girl Scouts of NE Kansas and NW Missouri

2019 Staff

Courtney Brooks, Executive Director

Sarah Martin, Special Programs Manager

PJ Matulka
SS&C Technologies

Chris Cribb
ReeceNichols Northland Parkville

Chris Neher
Academic Lafayette

Kendall Seal

Women’s Foundation

Anand Mahabaleshwarka
KLJ Engineering

Mary Redmond
The Fearless Negotiator

Hai Chen
Behavioral Strategist

Jake Beard, Program Associate

Matt Ziegenhorn, Marketing & Communications



Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
Andorra
Argentina
Armenia
Austria
Australia
Azerbaijan
Bahrain
Belarus
Belgium
Belarus
Benin
Bhutan

Bolivia

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Brazil

Bulgaria

Cabo Verde

Cambodia

Cameroon

Chad

Chile

Colombia

Congo, Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Republic of the
Costa Rica

Cote d'lvoire

Cyprus

Czech Republic -
Denmark
Djibouti

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

Egypt
El Salvador

Equatorial Guinea

Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Fiji
France
Georgia
Germany

Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Haiti
Honduras
Hong Kong SAR
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iraq

Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Kazakhstan



Kosovo
Kuwait
Latvia
Lesotho
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malaysia
Malta
Mauritius
Mexico
Montenegro
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Nepal

Netherlands
New Zealand

Nicaragua

Niger

Nigeria

Norway

Pakistan

Palestinian Territories
Panama

Paraguay

People’s Republic of China
Peru

Philippines

Poland

Romania

Russia
Rwanda
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Sierra Leone
Slovakia
Slovenia
South Africa
Spain

Sri Lanka
Sudan
Swaziland
Taiwan
Tajikistan

Tanzania

The Gambia
Tunisia
Turkministan
Uganda

Ukraine

United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Venezuela
Vietnam

Zambia
Zimbabwe
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GLOBAL TIES KC 2019 INCOME

GOVERNMENT GRANTS
$360,314.20

LOCAL SUPPORT/OTHER
$32,474.38

IN-KIND DONATIONS
$309,325.81

2019 LOCAL ECONOMIC IMPACT
$1.03 MILLION

r

DIRECT COSTS
$354,045.35

. HOTEL AND TRANSPORT
INCOME TO THE CITY
$373,182.65

DONATIONS OF TIME,
MONEY, MEETING SPACE,
BEDS AND MEALS
$309,325.81

N



1 Million Cups

31w31 Coworking

627 Stomp

Academie Lafayette

Aircraft Electronics Association

American Civil Liberties Union of Kansas

American Jazz Museum

Anita B. Gorman Discovery Center

Arts Asylum

ArtsTech

Beat Academy at the Plaza Academy

Black & Veatch Women's Network

Black Archives of Mid-America

Blindeye LLC

Boy Scouts of America, Heart of America Council

Break Free Kansas City

Brown Foundation for Educational Equity,
Excellence and Research

Broadmoor Bistro

Brown v. Board of Education National Historic Site

Burns & McDonnell

Center for Missouri Studies

Cerner

Charlotte Street Foundation

Chris Steineger - No Logo

Commerce Bank

Community Housing of Wyandotte County

Concorde Career College

Connecting for Good

Don Bosco

Downtown Council of Kansas City

Edgar Snow Memorial Foundation

Ennovation Center

Entreprise Center of Johnson County

Equality House

Ethan Corson

FAA Aircraft Certification Office

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Federal Court for the Western District of Missouri,
Human Trafficking Rescue Project

Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City

FlightSafety Textron Aviation Training Center

Function Junction

Girls on the Run of Greater Kansas City

Global Orphan Project

Google Fiber

Greater Kansas City Interfaith Council

Greater Kansas City Women'’s Political Caucus

Guadalupe Centers, Inc.

Harmony Project KC

Harry S. Truman Presidential Museum and Library

Harry S. Truman White House Decision Center

Harvesters Food Bank

Haskell Indian Nations University

Heart of America Regional Computer Forensics Lab

Heart of America, Japan-America Society
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Heart to Heart International
Heather Loewenstein - No Logo
InnovateHer
Interfaith Youth Alliance
InterUrban ArtHouse
Investigative Reporters and Editors
iRise Above
Jackson County 16th Circuit Court
Jackson County Elections Board
Jewish Vocational Services
Johnson County Community College
Johnson County District Courthouse
Justice Project KC
Kansas Appleseed
Kansas Board of Regents
Kansas City Anti-Violence Project
Kansas City Area Development Council
Kansas City Association of Black Journalists
Kansas City Aviation Department
Kansas City Chamber of Commerce
Kansas City Public Schools East High School
Kansas City Fire Academy
Kansas City Friends of Alvin Ailey
Kansas City Human Rights Commission
Kansas City Mavericks
Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association & Foundation
Kansas City Missouri Emergency Operations Center
Kansas City Office of Community Complaits
Kansas City Police Academy
Kansas City Police Department
Kansas City Public Schools
Kansas City Public Television
Kansas City Sports Commission & Foundation
Kansas City Star
Kansas City Startup Foundation - STARTLAND
Kansas City Women'’s Chamber of Commerce
Kansas City Young Audiences
Kansas City, Missouri Communications Office
Kansas City, MO Municipal Officials
and Officers Ethics Committee
Kansas Office of Broadband Development
Kansas State Capitol Visitor's Center
Kansas Sunshine Coalition
Kansas Supreme Court
Kauffman FastTrac
KC BizCare
KC Care Health Center
KC Center for Inclusion
KC Department of City Planning and Development
KC Digital Drive
KC Farm School
KC Film Festival International
KC Metropolitan Crime Commission
KC STEM Alliance
KCSourcelLink
Kevin Bryce



KidsTLC

KKFI 90.1 Radio Station

LatinX Collaborative

Lee’s Summit North High School

Lee's Summit Youth Court

Lee's Summit, MO City Hall

Lee’s Summit, MO Fire Department

Lee’s Summit, MO Police Department

Legal Aid of Western Missouri

Lenexa, Kansas City Hall

Lenexa, Kansas Police Department

Liberty Hospital

Literacy KC

Local Initiative Support Corporation

Madam President Camp

MADI Apparel

Mesner Puppet Theater

Metropolitan Community College

Metropolitan Organization to Counter Sexual Assault

MidAmerica Arts Alliance

Mid-America Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce

Mid-America Regional Council

MINDDRIVE

Missouri Innovation Campus

Moss Salon Studios

Multicultural Business Coalition

Mutual Musicians Foundation Local 627

National Archives at Kansas City

National Institute for Aviation Research

National Weather Service

National WWI Museum and Memorial

Netrality Data Centers

New Roots for Refugees

Notre Dame de Sion High School

Office of Congressman Steve Watkins

Office of Governor Laura Kelly

Office of Representative Emmanuel Cleaver Il

Office of Representative Sharice Davids

Office of Senator Josh Hawley

Office of State Senator Baumgardner

Office of State Senator Dinah Sykes

Olathe East High School Youth Court
and -Civic Leadership Academy

Olathe Northwest High School

OneKC for Women

Operation Breakthrough

Other Brother Studios

Overland Park Arts and Recreation Foundation

Overland Park Police Department

Park University

Passages KC

Pennez

Phil Shafer

Plexpod

Police Athletic League

Prairie Village City Hall

Prairie Village Police Department

Reconciliation Services

Reel Spirit Video Camps

Rose Brooks Center

Rosedale Development Association

Rotary Youth Camp

SAFEHOME

Saint Luke’s Health System Clinical Forensic Care Program

Samuel Rodgers Health Center

Second Chance Risk Reduction Center
Seven Pillars Institute
Shawnee Mission East High School
Shawnee Mission North High School
Shawnee Mission Northwest High School
Shawnee Mission South High School
Shawnee, KS City Hall
Shawnee, KS Fire Department
Shawnee, KS Police Department
Shelley McThomas
Shirley’s Kitchen Cabinet
SnaplT Solutions
Sporting KC
Sprint Accelerator
St Luke’s Hospital
St. Mark Center
St. Teresa’s Academy
STEAM Studio at Gould Evans
Stephanie Sharp
Stone Lion Puppet
Stop Trafficking Project
Summit Technology Academy
Supreme Court of Kansas
Swope Health Services
Techstars
Thank You, Walt Disney Inc. and Film Row
The Beacon
The BrandLab
The Women'’s Foundation
U.S. District Court of Kansas
U.S. Representative Vicky Hartzler's Office
U.S. Small Business Administration
UMB Financial Corporation
UMKC Applied Language Institute
UMKC International Student Affairs Office
UMKC Marr Sound Archive
UMKC School of Architecture, Urban Planning, and Design
UMKC Small Business Development Center
Unified Government of Wyandotte County
and Kansas City, Kansas
Union Station STEAM Education
United States Army Command and General Staff College
University of Kansas Bioscience and Technology Business Center
University of Kansas Center for Russian, Eastern European,
Eurasian & Studies
University of Kansas Center for Technology Utilization
University of Kansas Dole Institute
University of Kansas International Affairs Office
University of Kansas School of Journalism
University of Kansas Small Business Development Center
University of Kansas Transgender Clinic Meeting and Lunch
University of Missouri School of Journalism
Urban League of Greater Kansas City
Urban Neighborhood Initiative
US Attorney Office for Western Missouri
US District Court of Kansas
Veronica's Voice
WDAF Fox 4
Westside CAN
Westside Community Action Network Center Inc.
William Jewel Tucker Leadership Lab
Willow Domestic Violence Center
World Trade Center of Kansas City
Wright/Laird Casting KC Film Office
Wyandotte High School
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Home hospitality dinners are a unique opportunity for international visitors
to experience American culture and create lifelong connections by having
dinner in the home of community volunteers. They are often the favorite,
most memorable component of our visitors’ exchange experience. Dinners
in the homes of local American hosts are an excellent way to exercise
everyday diplomacy and serve as an ambassador for our city. Nothing sets

the table for mutual understanding better than sharing a meal with citizens
of the world. They create the biggest impact because they create
opportunities for more one-on-one conversation and a deeper appreciation

for the commonalities of life. Whether it is a summer barbeque, or simple
family dinner, these visits often lead to long-term friendships and offer a
true Midwestern welcome during their stay in the U.S.

Meals Served

Home Hospitality Hosts

Ada Koch Esther Tokognon Matt Ziegenhorn

Ann and Jim Greene Ghadeer Garcia Mylinda and Gilbert Scott
Ariel and William Griffin Hai Chen Paul Temme and Loring Leifer
Barb and John Loehr Halyna Fedosyuk and llya Bronshteyn PJ and Abby Matulka

Ben and Courtney Brooks Heather and Lance Loewenstein Ryan Zavacky

Bonnie and Samuel Rabicoff Holly and Paul Schenk Sarah Taber and Mike Farmer
Carol Mundy Jake Beard Shari Wilson and Chris Steineger
Christopher and Jenna Neher John and Michelle Bunch Steve and Henna Fuller
Clyde Heppner and Matrese Benofske  Judy Shifrin Trudy Nepstad

Courtney and Ben Brooks Justin Longmeyer Tyler Randel

David and Suzannah Smith Kendri and Dennis Burkett Virginia Thomas

Elaine and Arne Zislin Laura and Kimball Hales Ying Zurbuchen

Emma Bassette Marian McClellan

Eric and Shannon Skoglund Marti Moore and Jak Kinsey




International Visitor

Leadership Program
L1.S. Department of State

The International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP) is the U.S. Department of State’s premier
professional exchange program. Through short-term visits to the United States, current and
emerging leaders in a variety of fields experience this country firsthand and cultivate lasting
relationships with their American counterparts. The IVLP is designed to build mutual understanding
between the U.S. and other countries through carefully designed visits that reflect the participants’
professional interests and support U.S foreign policy goals. Program participants are either
established or potential foreign opinion makers in government, public policy, media, education,
labor, the arts, and other key fields. Selected by American embassies around the world, these
international visitors come to the United States to meet and confer with their professional

counterparts and to gain and appreciate the ethnic, cultural, political, and socio-economic diversity
of the U.S.

The IVLP brings thousands of visitors to the United States every year on various program topics
related to their professional expertise. Global Ties KC provides programming for a large pool of
themes that showcase the innovative individuals and organizations that make up our community.

National Sponsors

GLOBALTIES > 1S Sradunts Schasi =

World Learning
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Entrepreneurship & Business Development

As a thriving entrepreneurial ecosystem and business hub, Kansas City is often asked to host a large
number of programs each year that focus on entrepreneurial empowerment and business
development. Through these programs, Global Ties KC works hard to put Kansas City on the world
map as a viable economic partner for businesses across the world. This is accomplished through
community events, networking opportunities, business meetings, collaborative sessions, and
workshops. Every year, dozens of influential, global business leaders leave Kansas City with a
heightened interest to choose the Heartland as a future trade or business partner.

Women and Entrepreneurship | Entrepreneurship as the Engine of Prosperity and Stability Science and Technology Entrepreneurship
March 16-20, 2019 March 26-30, 2019 June 11-15, 2019
WeAmericas Program for Women Entrepreneurs Women and Entrepreneurship Il
September 26-October 2, 2019 September 19-24, 2019
Human

& Civil Rights

With increasing accessibility to communication,
activists throughout the world continue to amplify
their voices in the pursuit of human and civil
rights. World governments must be held
accountable for the well-being of all of their
citizens, so programs are designed to aid in
prosperity for all. The issues that you see in the
news come to life right here in Kansas City.
Whether it is fighting for religious freedom in
Egypt, LGBTI participation in Hungary, or racial
inclusion in South Africa, those topics are being
fought in your own backyard.

Women as Change Makers in Economic and Social Development Project for Haiti
March 21-26, 2019

LGBTIQ Economic and Civic Participation in U.S. Society Serbia: Combating Trafficking

April 10-14, 2019 October 3-8, 2019

Combating Trafficking in Persons Ukraine: Women's Empowerment

May 2-7, 2019 November 2-7, 2019

Women Leaders for Peace and Security Women's Empowerment through Sports

14  October 26-31, 2019 November 10-14, 2019
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Arts & Culture

There is one thing that threads humanity together with common
understanding and a universal language - arts and culture. There is a
consistent effort to support artists and historical archivists throughout the
world. The arts can help connect communities together, empower
under-served youth, and bring peace. Cultural preservation promotes
governmental accountability and cultural understanding. No one wins when
truthful history is lost. Thankfully, Kansas City is a cultural hub that welcomes
multiple delegations each year to contribute to this global mission.

Promoting Social Change through the Arts
July 7-11, 2019

21st Century Changemakers: Preserving Cultural Heritage and Identities
August 13-15, 2019

Filmmaking in the U.S.
September 17-20, 2019

Communities and Youth for Promoting Hip Hop, Empowerment, and Resilience (CYPHER)
September 18-22, 2019

One of the most unique and enthralling programs we have had the pleasure of hosting came to us
this September with the intention of looking into youth development programs, the use of
technology in the performing arts, and promoting diversity in the arts. This group, titled
“Communities and Youth for Promoting Hip Hop, Empowerment, and Resilience (CYPHER),”
consisted of members from Belgium, France, Morocco, and Spain. The group was also able to meet
with fantastic members of our community, such as Quixotic and Beats Academy.

This program brought many amazing delegates to Kansas City, such as Mrs. Brigitte Auligine from
France. She is the founder and Artistic Director of Cré-scene13 Dance Company. This company has
served 13,500 Marseille youth dancers. She regularly organizes, choreographs, and participates in
numerous dance schools, and even prisons. She has led ensemble groups and founded annual
dance competitions, such as the “Battle Challenge South Concept” and “True School Tour,” which
attracted 200 and 500 dancers respectively.




Education

As the foundation of societies, education is a key aspect of Global Ties KC programming.
Over the years, the focus on these programs has shifted, with a growing emphasis on the value
of vocational training. As an example, vocational directors, teachers, and university
administrators from China had the opportunity to learn more about the role, history and
development of community colleges and trade schools in the U.S. Chinese officials examined
the connections community colleges make with local businesses and emerging industries to
develop students’ marketable skills and enhance their career possibilities. Community college
representatives from the Kansas City area addressed how community colleges typically aid
underserved student populations, including individuals with disabilities. Through diverse
programs like these, which connect educators to America, average citizens in countries like
China and Russia who are unconnected to geopolitical narratives are able to engage in healthy
and vibrant communication with their US. counterparts.

This program titled, “The Role of Community and Vocational Colleges in the United States,”
highlights an often overlooked feature of the International Visitors Leadership Program - that
through these programs that are often totally unrelated to grander or geopolitical narratives,
healthy and vibrant communications can be fostered with nations that are otherwise defined
by their touch-and-go relationship with the United States - The People’s Republic of China in
this case, and Russia in the case of the “Summer Camps: Learning English through
Community Service” program.

The Role of Community and Vocational Colleges in the United States
May 8-12, 2019

Summer Camps: Learning English through Community Service
August 14-17, 2019

Supporting Students through the U.S. College Admission Process
August 21-24, 2019

Commurity College




Journalism
& Government Transparency

No program focus is as prescient and timely to the present cultural mood
than journalism and the push for governmental transparency. The U.S.
Department of State works tirelessly to help spread the democratic
principles of openness and proper representation as far as possible. As in
years past, many of our programs focused on countering disinformation and
approaches to building trust between the media, government, and citizens.
Dozens of open and honest conversations took place between local and
international journalists and government officials on how journalists can
promote free speech and transparency between citizens and their local
representatives.

Countering Disinformation

April 18-23, 2019

Transparency and Accountability in Government
May 5-8, 2019

Rule of Law and the U.S. Judicial System
September 18-24, 2019

Women'’s Global Development
& Prosperity Initiative

When women are economically empowered, they re-invest in their families
and communities, producing a multiplier effect that spurs economic growth
and contributes to global peace and stability. In February 2019, President
Trump established the Women'’s Global Development and Prosperity
(W-GDP) Initiative, the first whole-of-government effort to advance global
women'’s economic empowerment. A part of this initiative is a new [VLP
created to support W-GDP with a focus on identifying and reducing the
legal, regulatory and cultural barriers that constrain women'’s full and free
participation in the global economy. A group of women from across the
globe spent time in Kansas City to hear from women in the fields of
financial service, higher education, engineering, and politics. In addition to
sharing meals in local homes and engaging in an assortment of professional
meetings, they took part in a roundtable session to brainstorm solutions to
issues they are tackling in their home communities.

W-GDP: Overcoming Barriers to Women'’s Economic Participation
September 18-21, 2019

Civic Duties and m

Responsibilities

GDP




International visitors staying in the homes of local community members is a cornerstone of Global
Ties KC programs. We could not do what we do without the support of the individuals and families
across the city who regularly open their homes and hearts to welcome international visitors into their
lives. It is consistently seen that these connections create a lifelong impact through travel and
sharing of culture. This is the perfect opportunity for anyone who seeks to have friends all over the
world to visit one day. Host family commitments range from three nights to three weeks depending
on the type of program. We are always on the lookout for new hosts who have a spare bedroom and
an interest in making life-long connections with new friends from around the world. Thank you to
everyone who has served in this role!

Homestay Hosts

AJ Hoyt and Cindy Dwigans
Kelli and Glen Dakan

Angie Dunbar

Kim and Justin Prier

Arlette and Terence Mclff

Kim and Nathan Baer

Branden Johnson and George Thorman
Kristen and John McClain

Carol and Eric Webster

Krystal and Michael Schwabauer
Casey and Randy Brock

Laura and Chris Pace

Cathy and Steve Gardner

Leslie and Peter Gasser

Cindy and Andy Brewer

Linda Mufich-Knopp

Dan and Linda Cosgrove

Lisa DeAngelo and Roger Heinrich
Darrell and Mary Yelton

Loring Leifer and Paul Temme
Debbie Vesel

Lyle and Kim Lancaster

70

Visitors Placed

Dennis and Amy Allaman

Margot Patterson

Dionna and Tom Ford

Mary Ripka

Donna and Dallas Ziegenhorn
Melissa Miller

Donna and Russell Gordon

Nathan and Valerie Hamaker

Donna Freisinger--Loyd and Travis Loyd
Noel and Darrin Bennion

Erin and Michael Calloway

Sabine and Timothy Green

Halyna Fedosyuk and llya Bronshteyn
Samantha and Casey Murphy

Holli and John Langle

Sandra and Carl Scavuzzo

Jane Murray and Christopher White
Shannon and Michael Beck

Jared Mecham

Sharon Johnson and Bob Dona
Jeanne Steinberg and Michael Bolinger
Shayne and Suzanne Wessel
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Jennifer Dye

Susan and Theodore Green
Jenny and Matt Cox

Tabitha Beck and Ryan Yearout
Jim Howard

Tami Greenberg and Mary Blickhan
Joe and Sheila Myers

Tiffany and Kevin Connelly
John and Barb Loehr

Tivo and Angie Garcia

John and Maribeth Joyce
Todd Geringer

Jon and Jamie Lomshek

Torey and Ashley Rowlett
Justin and Kaleigh Bearce

Trip and Jennifer Zorn

Kelli and Glen Dakan

Vanessa Vaughn-West and Jim West
Kim and Justin Prier

Victoria and Joe Tiley

Kim and Nathan Baer

Wendy and Dennis Carlton




Youth Exchange Programs

In 2019, Global Ties KC hosted 78 students and adult mentors on five different youth exchange
programs. These programs exist to prepare the next generation for a life of leadership and social
action. We facilitate development opportunities to help them develop community action projects
when they return to their home countries. They leave prepared to solve current global issues with
sustainable action. Most importantly, they stay with host families to provide a deeper
understanding of American culture.

Common Program Elements:

* Immersive cultural experience through placements with local host families

* Exposure to volunteerism, multi-cultural diversity, and citizen rights and responsibilities
* Teambuilding and Leadership Training

* Volunteer Activities

* Introduction to Local Government

* Cultural activities

* Engaging with American students

* Meetings with leaders of various non-profits, enterprises and community organizations




Youth Ambassador Program:
Argentina & Chile

March 14-25, 2019
Theme: Multiculturalism and Civic Engagement

13 students and 2 adult mentors from Argentina
and Chile

Pan-African Youth
Leadership Program

April 10-23, 2019

Theme: Leadership Development and Social
Entrepreneurship

15 students and 3 adult mentors from South Africa,
Ghana, and Mauritius

Jovenes en Accion Program

July 20-August 1, 2019

Themes: School Drop-Out Reduction and
Technologies and Methodologies for
English Language Learning

13 students from Mexico

Youth Ambassador Program:
France

October 22-31, 2019
Theme: Education and Community Service
12 students from France




Youth Exchange Programs

During June of 2019, Global Ties KC worked with the Department of State’s Bureau of Educational
and Cultural Affairs, World Learning, the US Embassy in San Salvador, and the Association of Scouts
of El Salvador (ASES) to bring a group of 20 individuals from El Salvador to Kansas City. The program
took place under the theme of emergency management and preparedness. Daily activities included
volunteering, site visits, workshops, and cultural activities. The group was composed of 5 adult
mentors (age 18-24) and 15 student participants (age 15-19).

They began the program at Scout BSA Camp Naish from June 2-8, where they participated in merit
badge classes each day with camp activities in the evening. The cohort then transitioned into
homestay placements from June 8-20. They headed across Kansas City to truly experience America
through dinner table conversations, walks through typical American neighborhoods, grocery store
visits, and cultural activities with their homestay hosts. Weekends were left free for the full KC
experience with hosts.

During this time, participants dove deep into Emergency Management programming. They had
meetings with the Mid America Regional Council (MARC) emergency services, Kansas City Police
Academy, Kansas City Fire Academy, FBI Active shooter training, Shawnee Mission Fire Department,
and KCMO Emergency Management Center.

Throughout the program, the involvement of five American participants was key. The American
participants were a diverse and motivated group of high school students from around the Kansas City
area. They provided a lot of cultural context to situations and helped connect students to their peers.




The Global Ties KC Youth Diplomats Program is a

nine-month experiential learning program to equip teens
in Kansas and Missouri with the tools necessary for
success in a global society. Selected participants meet

once a month to explore the themes of public affairs and .
diplomacy. This includes one-on-one meetings with Students Area ngh
international diplomats, international visitors, and local SChOOIS
Kansas City business leaders. Additionally, students

participate in workshops and seminars to expand their

professional toolbox.

This 2019-2020 cohort consists of 30 students from 16 different schools from Kansas and Missouri.
They were selected from a pool of applicants based on their enthusiasm to use their knowledge to
increase global understanding in their communities.

Youth Diplomats Class of 2020




Sample activities from 2019 included a workshop on
creating personal elevator pitches, professional
roundtables, volunteering with international high school
students, and participating in a diplomatic simulation.
Participants have acquired professional soft skills,
networked, and connected with their like-minded peers.

Program Obijectives:

* Foster cultural competency in the next generation

* Further diplomacy right here in Kansas City

* Help youth obtain the necessary professional skills for success
* Nurture peace throughout the world

* Connect Kansas City talent to their future employers

BRIEFING
PAPERS.
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Open World has been forging lasting positive relationships
between emerging and established leaders in the former
Soviet Union and their American counterparts since 1999.
Program participants have a range of diverse backgrounds,
and they come to the U.S. with the purpose of gaining a
better understanding of American democracy and the rule
of law in the U.S. While here, they are introduced to best
practices in critical areas like sustaining NGOs, tackling
corruption, promoting an independent judiciary, and so
much more. This program is an important, cost-effective
investment by the U.S. government in the advancement of
democracy, the building of civil societies, and creating a
better world for all of us. This is people-to-people
exchange at its best.

OPEN WORLD

LEADERSHIP CENTER
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Tolerance and Civility for the
Roma Community in Ukraine

Tensions over the Roma are as old as Ukraine and run as deep in Ukraine as anywhere in Eastern
Europe, but the ancient enmity has taken a twist recently. Beginning in April 2018, Ukrainian
nationalist groups have taken to attacking the Roma camps saying they are “cleaning” Ukraine’s
cities. In July 2018, the Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights at the U.N. indicated,
“Ukraine must take immediate action to stop what amounted to to be a ‘systemic persecution’ of
the country’s Roma minority,” and condemned these heinous acts.

In response to these current events, Open World formed a cohort of Roma activists to look at
issues of conflict toward the Roma community in Ukraine. They focused on tolerance and observed
how mixed communities live in peace in the United States. Global Ties KC welcomed six visitors
for an in-depth analysis of the history of race relations in Kansas City.

Fighting Corruption through
Ethical Journalism

The “Revolution of Dignity” in 2014 Ukraine has rapidly transformed journalism. New independent
media outlets have emerged that focus on the most pressing societal issues. The new generation
of investigative journalists are now aiming to be ethical and transparent in their practice, but do
not have the foundational education. Since this is a key issue in transforming Ukraine into a more
accountable and ethical nation, the Open World Program prioritizes programs for leading
journalists in Ukraine.




Barbara Dolci Scholarship

The Barbara Dolci International Studies Scholarship is awarded to a high school student planning a
career in international affairs or public service. The scholarship is intended to fund continued studies
in an international field, study abroad, student research, international service, or overseas travel for
humanitarian aid. This year’s recipient was Monterey Mecham, a high school student from Lee’s
Summit North with lifelong passion for engaging with the world. Monterey has hosted several high
school students in her home. This allowed her to gain the skills necessary to be successful in the next
step of her life — the Congress Bundestag Youth Exchange. We are honored to help her in the
yearlong journey through this scholarship.

FLAMM k

Foreign Language Aszociation of Missouwri £

Friend of Foreign Language Award

We love our friends who believe in global connections and work everyday to make the world a little
bit smaller. In 2019, Global Ties KC was selected as the “Friend of Foreign Language” recipient by the
Foreign Language Association of Missouri. We received this award due to our consistent integration of
international visitors into classrooms throughout Missouri. In 2019 alone, we facilitated high school
visitors for over 130 visitors. We understand the value of global perspective in education and we are
extremely grateful to all the educators that welcome us and make the connections possible.




“More than a perceptual change, it's
important to note that most of the visitors
reported a change from feeling hopeless to
feeling hopeful and full of new energies,
inspiration, and motivation to keep moving
forward in their endeavors. IVLP gave them
'hope and strength.’ A visitor said that
after this, ‘there’s no way we can go back

T

home and sit, we have to do something.”

Special thanks to our members and supporting partners.

E BLACK&VEATCH

BARBARA DOLCI

U4 SOCIALDRIVER JOHN SNYDER

SMELTZER FAMILY
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