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WHO WE ARE

For over 60 years, Global 
Ties KC has facilitated citizen 

diplomacy in both Kansas and 
Missouri, providing our local community 

with opportunities to interact with other 
cultures through person-to-person interactions. 

We connect you to parliamentarians, students, scholars, 
teachers, social entrepreneurs, artisans, and government 

officials who visit Kansas City from over 100 different countries every 
year. These visitors are shaping the world to be more prosperous, equitable, 

and safe for future generations.

Global Ties KC is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that creates opportunities for face-

to-face interactions between international leaders and their American counterparts in 

Kansas and Western Missouri. We host international exchange programs on behalf of 

the U.S. Department of State, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), 

and other governmental organizations, universities, companies and think tanks to 

promote global exchange and citizen diplomacy. Through professional meetings, 

shared meals, and one on one conversations, locals engage in citizen diplomacy 

which builds global understanding and shapes United States foreign relations “one 

handshake at a time.” At the same time, we also showcase the amazing diversity 

of public and private resources located within our communities.
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Global Ties Detroit is pleased 
to acknowledge that this An-
nual Report is funded in part 
by the Bureau of Educational 
and Cultural Affairs of the 
United States Department of 
State, under the authority of 
the Fullbright-Hays Act of 
1961, as amended.

LETTER FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dear Friends, 

2017 was an eventful year for Global Ties KC. We built 
upon our typical portfolio of International Visitor 
Leadership Programs, Open World, and multiple 
Department of State sponsored youth programs. We 
hosted a number of events, connected English program 
directors with local camps, and placed a cohort of 
fellows from Latin America in month-long internships. 
Additionally, Global Ties KC was picked as one of four 
cities from across the nation to host a Diplomacy 
Begins Here Summit. At this daylong conference, 
we joined with Department of State leaders and 
community members to discuss the importance of 
promoting female leadership worldwide.

Delegations came to KC over the past year on topics 
including: Entrepreneurship and Small Business 
development, US Agriculture and Food Safety, Energy 
Security, Human rights, International Trade, and Smart 
Cities, just to name a few. Through a two-way exchange 
with their local counterparts, these delegates 
discussed best practices on vital global topics. Often, 
we think of bringing international leaders to the U.S. 
to learn from us, but the fact is that these influential 
thought-leaders, policy-makers, and change agents 
have even more to teach. It is an honor to host these 
conversations in Kansas and Missouri. 

Over the past year, Global Ties KC hosted 342 emerging 
and established leaders from almost 100 nations 

around the globe. Through professional meetings, 
shared meals, and classroom visits, these visitors 
made over 115,000 formal points of contact with the 
local community. 

A huge thanks to our home hospitality hosts, or 
dinner diplomats, who open their homes and hearts 
to international guests, and break bread together 
over shared meals. For those who serve as volunteer 
homestay hosts, taking international delegates or 
Department of State sponsored youth participants 
into their home as overnight guests—our work would 
not be possible without your support. Thank you for 
taking part in this intensive cultural exchange and 
becoming home away from home for these guests.

Through our programs, we are bringing a little more 
knowledge, a little more reason, and a little more 
compassion into world affairs.  Thank you for serving 
as a citizen diplomat, and for your support!

Our Board of Directors is dedicated to providing 
guidance and connections to help Global Ties KC 
grow, improve, and increase our impact locally and 
internationally. We are pleased to highlight our 2017 
achievements and endeavors in this report. We thank 
you for being a part of Global Ties KC.

Courtney Brooks
Executive Director, 
Global Ties KC



EXCHANGE RESOURCES

1Million Cups
350 KC
ABWA

Academie Lafayette
Activist Debi Jackson

Adrienne Haynes
Agricultural Business 
Council of Kansas City

Alpha Energy
American Civil Liberties 

Union
Anita B Gorman 
Discovery Center
Asian American 

Chamber of Commerce
Bayer

BikeWalkKC
Bio-Microbics
Black & Veatch

Blue Valley CAPS
Boy Scouts of America

Brown vs. Board of 
Education

By Grace Designs
City Auditor’s Office

City of Lenexa
City Union Mission 
Commerce Bank

Community Emergency 
Response Team

Consult US
Councilman Quinton 

Lucas
COVERSA
Crisis City

Cross Border Network
Cultivate KC New Roots 

for Refugees
Debra DeCoster

Digital Sandbox KC
Don Bosco Center
Dugan Schlozman 

Attorneys 
Economic Development 

Corporation of             
Kansas City

El Centro, Inc. 
Environmental 

Protection Agency
Environmental Public 

Health Program
Equality Kansas of 

Greater Kansas City
Fair Share Farm

Farm Services Agency 
Federal Bureau 
Investigation 

Federal Reserve Bank

Fox 4 News
Frank Rushton 

Elementary School
Full Employment Council 

of Greater Kansas City
Function Junction

Google Fiber
Grandview Youth Court 

Greater Kansas City 
Foreign Trade Zone

Greater KC Women’s 
Political Caucus 

Harrisonville Farm 
Haskell University 
HDR Engineering

Heavy Construction 
Laborers’ Union 663
Heritage League of 
Greater Kansas City

Hope House
International Relations 

Council
Jacobs Well Church
Jewish Vocational 

Services
Johnson County 

Community College 
Global English Institute 

Johnson County 
Community College 

Journalism and Mass 
Communication 
Johnson County 

Community College 
Small Business 

Development Center
Johnson County          

District Court
Johnson County Kansas 

Young Republicans
K12itc

Kansas Army and Air 
National Guard

Kansas City Alliance for 
Economic Inclusion

Kansas City Anti-Violence 
Project

Kansas City Area 
Development Council 
Kansas City Area Life 

Sciences Institute 
Kansas City Area 

Transportation Authority 
Kansas City Association 

of Black Journalists 
Kansas City Board of 

Election Commissioners 
Kansas City Center for 

Inclusion 
Kansas City Interfaith 

Youth Alliance

Kansas City Lesbian, Gay 
and Allied Lawyers 

Kansas City Museum
Kansas City Police 

Department 
Kansas City Public 
Schools Language 

Services
Kansas City Public 

Television
Kansas City Rescue 

Mission 
Kansas City Star 

Kansas City Startup 
Village

Kansas City Streetcar 
Authority 

Kansas City, KS Police 
Department

Kansas Court of Appeals
Kansas Democratic Party 

Kansas Department of 
Commerce

Kansas Global Trade 
Services

Kansas Governmental 
Ethics Commission 
Kansas Office of the 

Chief Financial Officer-
KanView

Kansas State University 
Kansas Sunshine 

Coalition 
Kansas Supreme Court

Kauffman FastTrac
Kauffman Foundation

KC Digital Drive
KC Rising 

KC Social Innovation 
Center

KC STEM Alliance 
KCMO Budget Office

KCMO Innovation 
Partnership Program

KCSourceLink
KCTV5

KidsTLC
League of Women Voters 

of Kansas City
Lee’s Summit Tribune

Legislative Division        
Post Audit

Lenexa City Press Office
Lenexa Fire Department 

MADI Apparel
Metropolitan 

Community College
Metropolitan Emergency 

Managers Committee
Metropolitan 

Organization to Counter 
Sexual Assault

Mid-America Regional 
Council

MindDrive
Mother and Child       
Health Coalition

Multicultural Business 
Coalition

National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric 
Administration 

North Kansas City English 
Language Learners

Office of Congressman 
Kevin Yoder

Office of Governor 
Brownback

Office of Mayor                       
Sly James

Office of Senator Claire 
McCaskill

Office of Senator             
Roy Blunt 

OneKC for Women 
Operation Breakthrough

Police Athletic League
Port KC 

Prairie Village City 
government

Procurement Services 
Division of Kansas City

PROMO 
Rock Creek Wind Project 

Site
Rockhurst University

Rose Brooks
Senator Barbara Bollier

Sexual Trauma and 
Abuse Care Center

Shatto Milk 
Sheffield Place

Signature Psychiatric 
Hospital STAR Program 

SnapIT Solutions
SnapIT Solutions

Sprint Accelerator 
Sprout Solutions
Startland News 

Subtropolis
Synergy Services

The Call 
The Pitch

The Roasterie Coffee
The Sentinel 

Think Big Partners 
Truman Presidential 

Library

UMB Financial 
Corporation

UMKC Office of Student 
Involvement

UMKC Regnier Institute
UMKC School of Law
UMKC Small Business 

and Technology 
Development Center
UMKC Women and 

Gender Studies 
UMKC Women’s Center

United Way of           
Greater KC 

University of Kansas
University of Kansas 

Applied English Center
University of Kansas 

Army Reserve Officer 
Training Corps

University of Kansas 
Center for Women and 

Gender Equity 
University of Kansas 

Department of 
Curriculum and Teaching 

University of Kansas 
Office of Study Abroad

University of Kansas 
School of Business 

Career Services Office
University of Kansas 
School of Education 
University of Kansas 
School of Journalism
University of Kansas 

Women, Gender, and 
Sexuality Studies

University of Missouri 
University of Missouri 

Extension Office
US Commercial Service

US Department of 
Agriculture Farm        
Service Agency

US Small Business 
Administration 

Veteran’s LDRSHIP 
Network
Visit KC

WindSoHy
World Trade Center

World War I Museum

KC
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92
COUNTRIES
REPRESENTED

48
EXCHANGE
PROGRAMS

Albania
Antigua
Argentina
Armenia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh 
Belarus
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Brazil
Brunei
Bulgaria
Cambodia
Canada
Chile
China
Congo
Costa Rica
Cote d’Ivoire 
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Egypt
El Salvador
Ethiopia

European Union
Ghana
Greece
Guyana
Haiti
Honduras
Hong Kong, S.A.R.
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Iraq
Israel
Italy 
Jamaica 
Japan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kuwait 
Kyrgyz Republic
Liberia
Macedonia
Malaysia
Mauritius
Mexico
Moldova 
Namibia
Nepal
Nicaragua
Pakistan
Panama

Paraguay
Peru 
Philippines
Poland
Romania
Russia
Saudi Arabia
Serbia
Singapore
Slovakia
South Africa
South Korea
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Kitts 
St. Lucia
St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines
Suriname
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania
Thailand

Trinidad and Tobago 
Tunisia
Turkey
Ukraine
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Venezuela
Vietnam
Zambia
Zimbabwe

E X C H A N G E
VISITORS

339

DELEGATE HOME COUNTRIES

Total:
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1,600+ 
VOLUNTEER 
RESOURCE HOURS

1,789  
KANSAS CITY HOTEL 
ROOM NIGHTS

Countries whose 

representatives visited 

Kansas City as Global 

Ties delegates

SUCCESS BY 
THE NUMBERS T O P  5  T H E M E S : 

Entrepreneurship
Agriculture 
Energy Security 
Journalism 
Gender-Based Violence /                    
LGBTQ Issues 

1

2

3

4

5
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THE INTERNATIONAL 
VISITOR LEADERSHIP 
PROGRAM (IVLP)

More than 500 IVLP alumni have 
gone on to serve as Chiefs of State       
or Heads of Government.

The International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP) is 

the U.S. Department of State’s premier professional exchange 

program. Through short-term visits to the United States, current 

and emerging leaders in a variety of fields experience this country 

firsthand and cultivate lasting relationships with their American 

counterparts.  The IVLP is designed to build mutual understanding 

between the U.S. and other countries through carefully designed 

visits that reflect the participants’ professional interests and support 

U.S foreign policy goals. Program participants are either established 

or potential foreign opinion makers in government, public policy, 

media, education, labor, the arts, and other key fields. Selected by 

American embassies around the world, these international visitors 

come to the United States to meet and confer with their professional 

counterparts and to gain and appreciate the ethnic, cultural, political, 

and socio-economic diversity of the U.S.

Cultural Vistas 

FHI 360 

Global Ties U.S. 

Institute of International Education 

Meridian International Center 

Mississippi Consortium for 
International Development 

U.S. Department of State – Bureau of 
Educational &    Cultural Affairs 

World Learning

EXCHANGE PARTNERS
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YOUTH EXCHANGE 
PROGRAMS   

IRAQI YOUNG LEADERS 
EXCHANGE PROGRAM

13
STUDENTS

1 
ADULT

MENTOR

JÒVENES EN ACCIÒN 
PROGRAM

CARIBBEAN YOUTH 
AMBASSADORS

from Iraq

12
STUDENTS

10
STUDENTS

2 
ADULT

MENTORS

August 1-15, 2017

Peacebuilding, Dialogue,             
and Reconciliation

July 18-30, 2017

Financial Literacy

August 13-24, 2017 

Social transformation 

from St. Kitts, Trinidad and Tobago, St Vincent 
and the Grenadines, The Bahamas, Suriname, 

Guyana, Jamaica and Antigua
from Mexico

COMMON PROGRAM ELEMENTS:

Over July and August, Global 
Ties KC hosted 38 students and 

student mentors on three 
different exchange 

programs
Volunteer Activities
Introduction to Local 
Government
Teambuilding and Leadership 
Training 
Cultural activities including 
museum visits

Meetings with leaders 
of various non-profits, 
enterprises and community 
organizations
Immersive cultural experience 
through placements with 
local host families

Exposure to
volunteerism,                      
multi-cultural diversity, 
and citizen rights and 
responsibilities

38 STUDENTS &
MENTORS

3 EXCHANGE 
PROGRAMS
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YLAI PROGRAM 

For the second year in a row, Kansas City was home to nine young professionals from Latin 

America and the Caribbean from October 7-November 5. These individuals were part of a larger 

250 professional Fellows program for young entrepreneurs. They participated in leadership 

and entrepreneurial Fellowships at businesses and civil society organizations across the U.S. 

This program, the Young Leaders of the Americas Initiative (YLAI), is a U.S. Department of State 

initiative. Each mutually beneficial fellowship placement strengthens ties throughout the region 

and contributes to a new entrepreneurial ecosystem in the Americas. 

Mayra Delgado Dador (Peru) 
Placement: Mother and Child Health 
Coalition
Mayra Delgado Dador is the Co-Founder 
of Kira, an NGO that delivers survival 
kits to low income Peruvian mothers. 
These kits include a blanket and assorted 
baby products that are geared towards 
decreasing the cost of raising a newborn 
and improving health outcomes of 
infants. 

Michelle Samuel (Saint Lucia) 
Placement: Full Employment Council of 
Greater Kansas City
Michelle Samuel is the founder of SLU 
Dream Team Employment & Recruitment 
Agency. In an effort to combat increasing 
unemployment in the Caribbean, this 

organization provides a virtual recruiting 
agency for those unable to find work 
through traditional means. Michelle 
has previously worked in the real estate 
field as a Manager at Equity Home 
Investments.

Neish McLean (Jamaica) 
Placement: Kansas City Anti-Violence 
Project 
Neish McLean is the Co-Founder of 
TransWave Jamaica, an organization that 
seeks to address the lack of safe spaces, 
trans-inclusive healthcare services, and 
legislation reform that recognizes the 
existence of transgender Jamaicans. 
The vision of TransWave Jamaica is to 
create an inclusive Jamaican society that 
protects and respects the inherent dignity 
of trans-identifying individuals. 

Francisco Cabrera (Uruguay) 
Placement: Consult US/ Sprout Solutions
Francisco Cabrera is the Co-Founder 
and Chief Technology Officer for the 
agricultural technology company 
Fumigapp. Fumigapp provides an 
intelligent field sprayer monitoring 
platform so that farmers can improve 
their crop yields by optimizing their 
fumigation activities and lowering the 
pesticide footprint. 

Nayleen Quintero (Panama) 
Placement: MADI Apparel, By Grace Designs
Nayleen Quintero is the co-founder 
of Sante Cutarras, a conscious 
entrepreneurship organization. Sante 
Cutarras fights for the rescue of Panama’s 
traditional shoes, the cutarras, a symbol 

2017 YLAI PARTICIPANTS 

YOUNG LEADERS OF THE AMERICAS INITIATIVE
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of the folklore of Panama. Nayleen also 
manages monitoring and compliance 
for Felipe Motta, a wine and food 
distributor. She holds a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Marketing and Publicity with 
an emphasis in Sales Management from 
the Universidad Latina de Panama.

Carlos Bolivar (Venezuela) 
Placement: ScrapsKC
Carlos Bolívar is the Co-Founder and 
CEO of Papeles Miamor, a stationary 
design and production company that 
supports Venezuelan entrepreneurs. 
Prior to starting Papeles Miamor, 
Carlos founded El Camión Agencia 
de Publicidad, an advertising agency. 
He also has experience hosting and 
producing a variety of radio shows. 
Carlos has a BA in Advertising and Public 
Relations from Universidad Bicentenaria 
de Aragua.

Elijah James (Antigua and 
Barbuda) 
Placement: Visit KC
Elijah James is the Founder and CEO of 
Voice Publications and creator of The 
LocaL App, a comprehensive digital 
destination guide and marketplace 
solution. The LocaL App allows users 
to conveniently access local and 
international travel content via web and 
mobile app. Elijah represents youth and 
civil society in various forums regionally 
and internationally, and currently sits on 
the Board of the Caribbean (NGO) Policy 
Development Centre. 

Andrea Puente Salazar (Bolivia) 
Placement: SnapIT Solutions
Andrea Puente Salazar is the Co-Founder 
and CEO of Zékiri, a business dedicated 
to improving the lives of small business 
owners, giving them a simple way to use 

their data to make strategic decisions, 
manage their businesses, and find 
opportunities to grow and optimize 
their processes. 

Gabriel Marmentini (Brazil) 
Placement: KC Social Innovation Center
Gabriel Marmentini is the Co-Founder 
and COO of Politize!, a web platform 
designed to strengthen Brazil’s 
democratic culture by offering simple, 
free, and nonpartisan education for 
everyone. The website aims to make 
political education more accessible and 
encourage people to be informed. 
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OPEN WORLD
Open World has been forging lasting positive relationships 
between emerging and established leaders in the former 
Soviet Union and their American counterparts since 1999. 
Program participants have a range of diverse backgrounds, 
and they come to the U.S. with the purpose of gaining a better 
understanding American democracy and the rule of law in 
the U.S. While here, they are introduced to best practices 
in critical areas like sustaining NGOs, tackling corruption, 
promoting an independent judiciary, and so much more. This 
program is an important, cost-effective investment by the U.S. 
government in the advancement of democracy, the building of 
civil societies, and creating a better world for all of us. This is 

From March 17-25, 2017, Global Ties KC hosted 

a delegation from Ukraine. Delegates met with 

local non-profit and government agencies 

within Kansas City to examine the cooperation 

between the U.S. government and NGOs 

working to recognize and combat human 

trafficking.

The Greater Kansas City area is at an intersection 

of the transportation and commerce of 

trafficked individuals, resulting in increased 

rates of exploitation. Programming included 

time in Kansas City, meetings with key 

governmental and non-governmental entities, 

engagement in cultural activities, and host 

family arrangements.

12



CAMP EXCHANGE

Through July, Global Ties KC hosted two 

different delegations of English language 

instructors and camp managers on an 

intensive professional development program 

designed around the theme of (English 

language) Immersion Programs/Camps. 

Delegates learned about administration, 

risk management and safety training for 

day camps, overnight camps, and weeklong 

camps. Training included best practices in 

developing lessons and program activities, 

reflection, critical thinking skills, and U.S. 

culture and democratic values.

Over the two-week period, participants observed 
and participated in a variety of camps.  They met 
with camp management and administrators, saw 
concrete examples of programming, and observed 
what goes on behind the scenes in planning camps and 
managing risks associated with youth programming. 
Moreover, they were able to experience life in the US 
firsthand. Returning to their home countries, these 
leaders will share their experiences of attending jazz 
concerts, visiting the Nelson art museum and Truman 
Presidential library, and sharing meals with local 
families, with thousands of students.
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FEATURED SPEAKERS

On June 15th, Global Ties KC, in partnership with 
Global Ties U.S. and the U.S. Department of 
State, hosted a Diplomacy Begins Here 
Summit Regional Summit at the 
Kauffman Foundation in 
Kansas City. 

DIPLOMACY SUMMIT 

Roshann Parris, President and CEO of 
award-winning public relations firm, Parris 
Communications Inc. 

Awad Riham, Gold Star International Visitors 
Leadership Program alumni from Egypt

The Honorable Kay Barnes, former mayor of Kansas 
City, Missouri

Dr. Linda Moore, psychologist and President of 
Linda L. Moore and Associates

Dr. Laurie DiPadova Stock, senior faculty member 
and academic leader on leadership development

Kendall Seal, Vice President of Research & Policy at 
the Women’s Foundation

Stacy White, Director of International Visitors, 
Bureau of Educational Affairs, U.S. Department           
of State

Designed 
to engage 

internationally-
minded people from diverse 

backgrounds to explore the impacts 
that stem from international relations, 

the Diplomacy Begins Here Summit focused on 
women’s empowerment, economic development, and 
entrepreneurship. 120 attendees had the opportunity 

to hear and participate in training sessions with 
internationally renowned speakers, innovators, 

entrepreneurs, and Department of State officers, 
who all shed light on the importance of promoting 
female leadership worldwide and connecting with 

entrepreneurs from across the world to build a more 
peaceful and prosperous world.
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GLOBAL TIES KC 
COMMUNITY HOSTS       
AND VOLUNTEERS

Global Ties Kansas City

Home hospitality dinners are often the favorite, most memorable 
component of our visitors’ exchange experience. These dinners 
with international visitors are an excellent way to exercise everyday 
diplomacy and serve as an ambassador for our city. Nothing sets 
the table for mutual understanding better than sharing a meal with 
visitors. Home hospitality dinners often make the biggest impact 
on the international visitors because they create opportunities for 
more one-on-one conversation and a deeper appreciation for the 
commonalities of life. Whether it's a summer barbeque or simple 
family dinner, these visits often lead to long-term friendships and 
offer a welcoming window for visitors during their stay in the U.S.

FEATURED SPEAKERS

HOME HOSPITALITY HOSTS

Roger and Patricia Hiatt

Chris Steineger and        
Shari Wilson

Bob Dona and Sharon 
Johnson

David and Suzannah Smith

Aaron Prater

Trudy Nepstad

Mark Allen and          
Bertaud Ngomsi

Bonnie and Samuel Rabicoff

Ann and Jim Greene

Mylinda and Gilbert Scott

George and Barbara 
Heymach

Loring Leifer and Paul 
Temme

Ben and Courtney Brooks

Kara Lineweber

Jane Rinehart

Linda and Kit Wagar

Ross and Barbara Marine

Daniel and Diane Balagna

Letitia Harmon and                            
Hasitha Parakramaweera

Toni Cracraft

Vickie Turner

Bob and Marilyn Lager

Steve and Henna Fuller

Margie Robinow

Tina and Paul Zainea

Sierra Moussa

Ashley and Torey Rowlett

Jenn Beard

Lance and Heather 
Loewenstein

Darin Challacombe

Kelly and Gonzalo Arias

Marti Moore and Jak Kinsey

Andrew Hoskins
Sharon Johnson and Bob Dona
Robert and Vera Glywa
Cindy Dwigans and AJ Hoyt
Karen and Rex Block 
Melanie and Dan Allmayer
Steve and Cathy Gardner 
Leslie and Peter Gasser
Kimball and Laura Hales
Phil and Dawn Kernen
Stacy and James Neighbors
Clayton and Amy Pixton
Shirley and Sam Storey
Timothy and Brett Walter
Dawn and David Wells
Susan and Jeff Xouris
Norm Burkart
Darin Challacombe
Maggie Finefrock and Doug Bottorff 
Michelle and David Kratofil
Tarl and Regina Neitzey
Nicole Price
Debbie Vesel
Vince and Robin Villa
Kristen and Charles Whittington
Paul and Karen Ballantyne
Susan Barker
Jeanne Steinberg and Michael Bolinger
Ben and Courtney Brooks
Lisa DeAngelo and Roger Heinrich
Donna and Russell Gordon
Tammy and Eddie James
Kavita and Kushal Lal
Melissa Miller
Hakima Payne 
Ann Woolley and Clancy Cain

HOMESTAY HOSTS
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BUILDING INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONSHIPS SINCE 1954
We are an independent non-profit volunteer service 
organization whose purpose is to improve global 
understanding and make peace through exchange 
programs between international leaders and their 
American counterparts in Kansas and Western Missouri. 
Global Ties KC promotes citizen diplomacy by person-
to-person contacts to help shape United States foreign 
relations “one handshake at a time.”

VISION
Global Ties KC’s vision is to be recognized as an 
international leader in developing sustainable 
international relationships, and personalizing global 
diplomacy. 

MISSION
Our programs provide the link between prominent 
international leaders and their United States counterparts. 
Through professional meetings, school visits, and home 
hospitality, we connect people from around the world 
to these Citizen Diplomats in Western Missouri and the 
state of Kansas.
We promote citizen diplomacy by facilitating person-
person contact. This is done through programs which 
bring prominent international leaders, professionals, and 
students to the U.S. Our staff is responsible for creating 
connections between these delegates and the greater 
Kansas City community.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS, 
AND DIPLOMACY BEGINS HERE 
SUMMIT SUPPORTERS

CITIZEN DIPLOMACY: THE CONCEPT THAT 
EVERY GLOBAL CITIZEN HAS THE RIGHT, 
EVEN THE RESPONSIBILITY, TO ENGAGE 
ACROSS CULTURES AND CREATE SHARED 
UNDERSTANDING THROUGH MEANINGFUL 
PERSON-TO-PERSON INTERACTIONS.

Would you like to help us build a more             
peaceful and prosperous world through Citizen 
Diplomacy and International Exchange?  
here are many opportunities to get involved, including several ways to 
volunteer as homestay, dinner, or professional hosts. Global Ties KC also offers 
several levels of Partnership.

Please contact 
Global Ties KC:
cbrooks@globaltieskc.org
or 816.421.4242
www.globaltieskc.org

KC


